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https://unctadstat.unctad.org/CountryProfile/MaritimeProfile/en-GB/757/index.html
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1) BC: 

Long term trends

Before Corona

2) DC: 

Waves of demand and supply

During Corona

3) AC:

Long term perspectives 

After Corona
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Seaborne trade: share of (1970) developing countries
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Seaborne trade: share of (1970) developing countries
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Past: 
Developing countries were
exporters of raw materials. 
High volumen exports/ 
low volumen imports



Seaborne trade: share of (1970) developing countries
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Today: 
Developing countries participate

in globalized production. 
Importing large volumes of raw 

materials and inputs
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Figure 2.3

Top 20 ship-owning economies in terms of value 

and carrying capacity of the global fleet, 2020

(Percentage)
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

Port calls 

in     

Recorded arrivals

4,362,737

Median time in port

0.966 day
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MARITIME TRADE AND PORT CARGO TRAFFIC 

COVID-19 DISRUPTION 

Shockwaves through 

supply chains, shipping and 

ports



Figure 3.3 Global change in the number of port calls, first and second quarters of 2020 compared with the first and 

second quarters of 2019, selected vessel types
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MARITIME TRADE AND PORT CARGO TRAFFIC 

COVID-19 DISRUPTION 

International maritime 

trade projected to fall by 

4.1% in 2020



Figure 1.1 Development of international maritime trade and global output, 2006–2020

(Annual percentage change)
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Figure 3.4 Number of weekly container ship port calls worldwide, moving four-week average, 2019 and 2020
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Seafarers’ travel restrictions
Designating seafarers and other 

marine personnel “key workers” will 

ensure that crew changes can be 

carried out. This calls for a 

comprehensive and coordinated 

global approach. 

LEGAL ISSUES AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS
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Climate change adaptation
Critical transport infrastructure 

will remain an important challenge 

during post-pandemic recovery, 

particularly for small island 

developing States and other 

vulnerable countries. 

LEGAL ISSUES AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS





Negative externalities 
from shipping

• Noise

• Pollution 

• Accidents

• Oil spills 

• Congestion in ports

• CO2



Who is paying today?

E.g. global warming:

• Coastal populations in Bangladesh 
whose lands are flooded

• Investors in the Bahamas whose 
properties are devastated by more 
frequent hurricanes

• Farmers in Mali whose crops fail 
after another dry season

• Swiss ski resorts left 
without snow



Who should pay? 
The polluter should pay. 

And the polluter should be given three options: 

1. Don’t pollute / pollute less: 
Go slower, use clean fuel, near-source …  

2. Clean up and help adapt: 
Filter, build flood walls, invest in ports, 
construct hurricane resilient cranes, … 

3. Compensate: 
Help those who are negatively affected





A levy on CO2 ?

Sources: https://www.trafigura.com, https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org, https://www.ics-shipping.org

https://www.trafigura.com/
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/
https://www.ics-shipping.org/


Figure 3.28 Annual carbon-dioxide emissions per vessel by vessel type, 2019 
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Figure 3.29 Comparison of dead-weight tonnage of respective fleet and carbon-dioxide emissions 

from bulk carriers, container ships and tankers, 2011–2019

(2011 = 100)
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Annual carbon-dioxide emissions per vessel 

by flag of registration, 2019 



A maritime country profile of 

Switzerland

Insights from UNCTAD’s 

Review of Maritime Transport 2020

Jan.Hoffmann@UNCTAD.org 

2020

REVIEW
OF MARITIME
TRANSPORT


